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through cloth strainers. When the raw material is sufficiently
clean, the masses at the bottom of the vessels are collected,
broken into pieces, and placed upon platforms in the sun to
dry,"being broken into still smaller pieces as the drying proceeds.
As soon as the pieces are sufficiently dry, they are pounded
and sifted upon long benches through sieves made of the midrib
of the leaves of the Coconut Palm, and placed at certain
distances in a longitudinal direction, so as to cause the pulverized,
or rather broken, masses of sago of the size required to pass
through. Having been passed through the sieve, a certain
quantity at a time is taken, placed in a large cloth, and tied to
crossed sticks, in the form of a bag, hanging by a cord from the roof
of the building; the bag is then shaken forwards and backwards
and the sago-powder itself must be occasionally shaken. This
is continued for about ten minutes, when it is turned out
granulated. It is then placed in small wooden hand-tubs,
looking beautifully and delicately white, but still so soft as to
break instantly with the slightest pressure under the fingers*
It has then to undergo the drying process in large iron pans
over a. fire, where it is constantly stirred about with a wooden
instrument. After this it is resifted at another bench and
rebaked, when it is considered prepared. -It is then of a fine,
pure white colour, and, being spread thinly over a long and
large bin, in course of time becomes both harder and of a darker
colour. The sago is collected just before the tree begins to
show its large terminal flower spike. This generally occurs at
the age of seven or eight years. - When the flower and fruit are
allowed to develop, which is in two years from the first
appearance, the pitli of the centre is found dried up, the leaves
have fallen, and the tree perishes.
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